Rates of Neisseria meningitidis increasing in young adults.
The burden of meningococcal disease has remained unchanged in the United States for the past 4 decades. The currently available meningococcal vaccine is safe and effective, however, due to immunogenic limitations inherent to polysaccharide vaccines, it has been available only for high-risk populations older than 2. Incorporation of a more immunogenic and effective conjugated vaccine into the routine immunization schedule offers an opportunity to substantially affect the incidence of meningococcal disease. The routine use of a meningococcal conjugate vaccine in the United States will save lives and prevent significant morbidity in children and young adults.